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Meditation on Work

God's fundamental and original intention with regard to man, whom he created in
his image and after his likeness, was not withdrawn or canceled out even when
man, having broken the original covenant with God, heard the words: "In the sweat
of your face you shall eat bread." These words refer to the sometimes heavy toil
that from then onward has accompanied human work; but they do not alter the fact
that work is the means whereby man achieves that "dominion" which is proper to
him over the visible world, by "subjecting" the earth. Toil is something that is
universally known, for it is universally experienced. It is familiar to those doing
physical work under sometimes exceptionally laborious conditions. It is familiar
not only to agricultural workers, who spend long days working the land, which
sometimes "bears thorns and thistles," but also to those who work in mines and
quarries,  to steelworkers at their blast  furnaces,  to those who work in builders'
yards  and  in  construction  work,  often  in  danger  of  injury  or  death.  It  is  also
familiar to those at an intellectual workbench; to scientists; to those who bear the
burden of grave responsibility for decisions that will have a vast impact on society.
It is familiar to doctors and nurses, who spend days and nights at their patients'
bedside. It is familiar to women, who sometimes without proper recognition on the
part  of  society  and  even  of  their  own  families  bear  the  daily  burden  and
responsibility for their homes and the upbringing of their children. It is familiar to
all workers and, since work is a universal calling, it is familiar to everyone.

And yet in spite of all this toil—perhaps, in a sense, because of it—work is a good
thing  for  man.  Even  though  it  bears  the  mark  of  a  "bonum  arduum,"  in  the
terminology of St. Thomas, this does not take away the fact that, as such, it is a
good thing for man. It is not only good in the sense that it is useful or something to
enjoy it  is also good as being something worthy, that is to say, something that
corresponds to man's dignity, that expresses this dignity and increases it. If one
wishes to define more clearly the ethical meaning of work, it is this truth that one
must particularly keep in mind. Work is a good thing for man—a good thing for
his humanity—because through work man not only transforms nature, adapting it
to his own needs, but he also achieves fulfillment as a human being and indeed in a
sense becomes "more a human being."

Without this consideration it is impossible to understand the meaning of the virtue
of  industriousness,  and  more  particularly  it  is  impossible  to  understand  why
industriousness  should  be  a  virtue:  For  virtue,  as  a  moral  habit,  is  something
whereby man becomes good as man. This fact  in no way alters our justifiable
anxiety that in work, whereby matter gains in nobility, man himself should not
experience a lowering of his own dignity. Again, it is well known that it is possible
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to use work in various ways against man, that it is possible to punish man with the
system of forced labor in concentration camps, that work can be made into a means
for oppressing man, and that in various ways it is possible to exploit human labor,
that is to say, the worker. All this pleads in favor of the moral obligation to link
industriousness as a virtue with the social order of work, which will enable man to
become in work "more a human being" and not be degraded by it not only because
of the wearing out of his physical strength (which, at least up to a certain point, is
inevitable), but especially through damage to the dignity and subjectivity that are
proper to him. —Excerpted from Laborem Exercens

Mass Schedule     

Tuesday, September 3, 2024
SP                                                                 4:00 PM
+ Alex (Lou) & Isabell Fougere 

Wednesday, September 4, 2024
SP                                                                   9:00 AM
+ Agnes Johnson

Friday, September 6, 2024 
HGA                                                         9:30 AM

Committal of ashes of Gerard Evong & his brother, Leo Longaphy.+
The Evong and Longaphy Families  welcome  friends  and acquaintances  to
celebrate  Gerard  and  Leo’s  passing.  Reception  to  follow  at  L’Ardoise
Community Centre.  This notice was requested by the family.

Mass                                                             11:00 AM

Saturday, September 7, 2024
SJB                                                               4:00 PM
+ Harold Stevens
SP                                                                 5:30 PM 
+Claire LeBlanc

Sunday, September 8, 2024 
SH                                                           9:30 AM 
+ Isabel Johnson
HGA                                                      11:00 AM
+ Peter McManus



Receipts

St. John the Baptist
August 24, 2024
Envelopes & Loose                      $      617.00

Total                                              $      617.00
                                                                                                                                     

St. Peter’s
August 24, 2024
Envelopes & Loose                        $       631.65
Candles                                                        7.00
Cemetery Donation                                  50.00

Total                                                $       688.65
                                                                                                                                     

Holy Guardian Angels
August 25, 2024
Envelopes & Loose                      $          962.00
                                                                     53.85

Total                                             $        1,015.85

Seniors’ Meals on Wheels:  I was hoping you could help me out.  I am the VON
Coordinator for Frozen Meals on Wheels in Richmond County.  I was wondering if
I could place a small ad in your weekly bulletin.   We are looking for a volunteer
driver to deliver meals to those who are in need in the St Peter’s/L’Ardoise and
surrounding areas. The mileage is reimbursed and it’s a great way to bring a smile
to everyone. 

Richmond Branch – Retired Teachers Organization

Activities & Start-back Meeting

Tuesday, September 10, 2024     10:00 a.m. to 2 :00 p.m.

La Picasse Cultural Centre - Petit de Grat

Lunch – (10.00 / person)
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