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     Fourth Sunday of Easter 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations
         Good Shepherd Sunday

   
I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired
man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This
is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I
know  the  Father;  and  I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep (Jn  10:11-15).

Mass Readings

The First Reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12. This excerpt is a
sequence of what was described in last Sunday's first reading. Peter had cured a
cripple-from-birth and told the people that it was not by his own power that he did
this, but through the power of Jesus of Nazareth, whom the Jews had crucified.

The Second Reading is from the First Letter of John 3:1-2 in which he sets out in
a couple of sentences the basic effect of the Incarnation. Already in this life men
are made children of God. Because we are God's children here below we shall see
him as he is in the future life.

The Gospel is from St. John 10:11-18. The image of Christ as our Good Shepherd
has always appealed to human nature. One of the earliest paintings of Christ in the
Roman catacombs represents him as carrying an injured sheep on his shoulders.
This is a manifestation of love which touches our innermost feelings. We do not
mind being likened to sheep in this context. There is something guileless about a
sheep, and at the same time a lot of foolishness. Does not this describe the vast
majority  of  men,  even many of  those  who openly oppose  Christ?  Is  there  not
something very sheeplike about the man who, because God gave him a limited
intellect,  thinks he knows all  things and needs no further  help from God? The
sheep who thinks it knows as much, and even more, than the shepherd and sets out
to fend for itself, is no more foolish than the man who thinks he can do without
God's revelation and God's Church.

Indeed, we all act like sheep on many occasions, when it
comes to  the  things  that  concern our  spiritual  welfare.
We often ramble off from the flock to nibble at little bits
of forbidden pasture. However, we have a Shepherd who
understands us, one whose patience and love are infinite.
He is always ready to go after us when we stray too far;
his  voice  is  constantly  reaching  out  to  us  in  missions,
retreats, sicknesses, crosses and other various ways. How
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many times have we already felt his loving grace calling and helping us back to the
safety of his fold?

There are many who are not so fortunate as we, who either through no fault of their
own or through their own fault do not hear his voice and do not know or follow
him. This is an opportunity he gives us to show how we appreciate all he has done
for us. He died on the cross for all men. He wills all men to profit by his death, and
his statement "them also I must bring" is a direct appeal to us to cooperate with
him in this  work.  Every Christian is  a  missionary.  The very fact  of  living the
Christian life in its entirety, in the midst of our fellowmen, is of itself a powerful
example  to  outsiders.  It  influences  for  good  the  lax  Christian  and  the  non-
Christian. It makes them stop and think and look into their consciences. This is
generally the first step on the road back to God.

The devout Christian will not stop at good example only. If he truly loves God, he
must truly love his neighbor and must want him to have a share in his own good
fortune. He knows there is welcome and room in heaven for all men, and he knows
that the greater the number there the greater will be God's eternal glory. He will
strive then by every available means to help his neighbor into Christ's fold.

After good example, prayer will be his most potent weapon. Day in, day out the
devout Christian must pray for the conversion of his fellowmen who are wandering
aimlessly in the barren desert of this life far from God. He must also learn all he
can about the truths of his faith in order to be able to help honest enquirers. He
must also cooperate with any parochial or diocesan societies for the propagation of
the faith, insofar as his family and financial state allow him.

The sermon preached by our Savior nearly two thousand years ago is still echoing 
and re-echoing around the world, calling on his faithful flock to do all in their 
power to help those other children of God who are still outside the fold. Do not 
shut your ears to this call of Christ today. Give him a helping hand by helping your
fellowman to see the light of the true faith.
—Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.

Sacraments of Baptism and Matrimony

Please call the office:
902-535-2053

Receipts:

St. John the Baptist
April 13, 2024

Envelopes & Loose                      $      780.00
Cemetery                                              120.00

Total                                              $      900.00



St. Peter’s
April 13, 2024

Envelopes & Loose                             $   900.00
Candles                                                       13.00
Cemetery                                                    20.00

Total                                                     $   933.00

Holy Guardian Angels
April 14, 2024

Envelopes & Loose                              $     1,058.10
Candles                                                             58.10

Total                                                     $      1,116.20

Mass Schedule

Tuesday, April 23, 2024
SJB                                                                 4:00 PM 
+  Peggy Collet
                                                              
Wednesday, April 24, 2024
SP                                                  9:00 AM
+ Agnes Johnson

Friday, April 26, 2024
HGA                                              11:00 AM
Mass of Christian Burial
+Ann Catherine Briand

Saturday, April 27, 2024
SJB                                                   4:00 PM
+ John Henry Burke 
SP                                                      5:30 PM
+ Claire LeBlanc

Sunday, April 28, 2024
SH                                                     9:30 AM
+ Peggy Collet
HGA                                                11:00 AM
+Bernice & +Robert P. Sampson



Pastoral Letter from Bishop Kirkpatrick

This Sunday we celebrate a World Day of Prayer for Vocations with the theme,
‘Called to sow seeds of hope and to build peace.’ We are invited to reflect on the
precious gift of the Lord’s call to each one of us in different states of life. Pope
Francis noted that all Christians are called to welcome our God-given vocation to
serve  in  the  world,  whether  it  be  through  the  consecrated  life,  the  priesthood,
marriage,  or  as  a  single  person.  He  said  gratitude  should  characterize  World
Vocations Day, as we recall the countless Christians who serve God in all walks of
life. He also invited young people to make room for God, so that they might find
happiness  in  God’s  call,  which always respects  our  freedom. This  Day is  also
dedicated in a particular way to imploring from the heavenly Father the gift of
vocations for the building up of his Kingdom: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send
out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2).

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/
20240421-messaggio-61-gm-vocazioni.html

Seminarians

Our Diocese is  blessed to  have two men preparing for  the priesthood.  Deacon
David Rankin will be ordained at St. Ninian Cathedral on May 31 at 3 pm. Mr.
Joseph MacMaster who has completed two years of Theology will continue his
seminary education on a pastoral internship year, in a parish to be determined. In
support  of  our  seminarians,  Dr.  Barry  R.  MacKenzie,  President  of  Antigonish
Diocesan Society said, “We are proud to be able to support the education of young
men for the priesthood, and we are so grateful to the individuals and parishes of
our  Diocese for  their  contributions to  our fund.”  This  Sunday there will  be a
collection for this fund. We are grateful for the efforts of our Antigonish Diocesan
Society.

New Priests Have Arrived
Father Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya from the Diocese of Umuahia, Nigeria arrived on
March 21. He is age 53 and he was ordained July 18,  1998. He is at St.  Ann
Church in Guysborough.

Father  Rowland Uzoma Agomuo from the Diocese of  Aba,  Nigeria arrived on
April 3. He is age 41 and he was ordained August 14, 2010. He is at St. John the
Baptist Church in New Glasgow. 

Father Anthony Ndubuisi Eboh from the Diocese of Umuahia, Nigeria arrived on
April 15. He is age 52 and he was ordained July 13, 2002. He has been working in
the Diocese of London for the past six years. He will be the new Chaplain at the
Cape Breton Regional Hospital and Pastor of St. Margaret of Scotland Church in
Grand Mira and Sacred Heart in Marion Bridge. He will live at St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys Glebe House.

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/20240421-messaggio-61-gm-vocazioni.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/20240421-messaggio-61-gm-vocazioni.html


Deacon News

Deacon  Michael  Doyle  serving  in  Guysborough  asked  to  retire  from  active
ministry. We thank him for his twelve years of service. He indicated that since he
trained in Ignatius Spirituality, he will continue to provide spiritual direction.
Deacon Michael McCarvill requested and obtained from the Dicastery for the 
Clergy, a dispensation from celibacy and from the clerical state. He will no longer 
serve as a deacon. We thank him for his service as a deacon and extend our best 
wishes to him in the future.

Personnel Committee

I thank Father Tom MacNeil, Father Paul Abbass, Father Bedford Doucette, Father
Doug MacDonald, and Father Danny MacLennan for serving on this Committee.
Since we needed to update our Personnel Committee after three years, I have asked
the following priests to serve as members of the Personnel Committee.
Father Tom MacNeil, 
Father Colin MacKinnon,
Father Godwin Kalu, SMMM   (I asked Father to serve on this Committee because
he brings the experience of being a Regional Superior of the SMMM and he can
also provide a good perspective on our twenty-one international priests.)

I am letting you know about these new Committee members since we will meet
soon to help me plan pastoral moves. If you have any thoughts or concerns, you
can contact me, or one of these Committee members. 

Sisters of St. Martha

We remember in our prayers the Sisters of St. Martha who are engaged with their
20th General Chapter with the election of new leadership.

Fraternally,
+ Wayne Joseph
Bishop Wayne Kirkpatrick

Rev. Joseph Gregory Sampson
By Stephen Sampson

On January 27th of this year Father Joseph Gregory Sampson, a member of  The
Congregation of  Jesus and Mary  (CJM), also known as The  Eudists,1 passed
away in Quebec City. Father Greg, as he was affectionately known, was a native of
St.  Peter's.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Damien  (Dan)  and  Charlotte
"Lottie"(Boucher) 
of  St.  Peter's.  A veteran  of  World  War  II,  Father  Greg  served  with  the  Royal
Canadian Navy. Following service to his country, he attended St. F. X. University
and  Willowbrook  Seminary  in  Washington.  Father  Greg  was  ordained  to  the
priesthood in 1954. He served in parishes in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec
and Buffalo, New York. Father Greg returned to Nova Scotia in 2008 and served as
assistant pastor in Wedgeport and Meteghan. He retired to the Eudist Complex in



Quebec at age 90. Father Greg derived great pleasure in visiting family and friends
back home. He loved the outdoors, fishing, and a competitive game of crib. A good
feed  of  lobsters  always  summed  up  a  great  day  of  enjoyment  and  family
entertainment. The members of our Eastern Family Parishes extend our heartfelt
sympathy  to  his  sister,  Leona  Middleton  of  Three  Island  Cove,  and  her  entire
family.  Father  Greg's  Memorial  Mass will  take place in  May with service and
burial at St. Peter's. 
1  St. John Eudes is probably best known for the central theme of his writings: Jesus as the source
of holiness; Mary as the model of the Christian life. His devotion to the Sacred Heart and to the
Immaculate Heart led Pope Pius XI to declare him the father of the liturgical cult of the Hearts of
Jesus and Mary.

Rev. Ora McManus died on Tuesday, February 13, 2024. There will be a Vigil
Prayer Service at 7:00 pm Sunday, April 21 at St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish, 40
Cabot St.  Sydney with a Mass of Christian Burial celebrated there on Monday,
April 22 at 11:00 am.
Community News
 
HGA:  L'Ardoise Acadian Festival meeting will be held on Monday, April 29th.@
6:00  PM.   Our  festival  is  only  three  months  away  and  in  order  to  make  it  a
successful event we need your help.   Hope to see you there.

Pastoral Airs Concert

Sunday, April 28 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. St. Peter’s United Church- Crock-Pot-Luck
meal to follow in the church hall- Free will offering at the doors- A great line -up
of musicians- Partial proceeds to go to Parkinson’s Canada Research.
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