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16" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass Readings

The First Reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 23:1-6. In
these seven verses, Jeremiah utters dire threats against the shepherds, the leaders of
the people of Judah. Their neglect of the flock given into their care and their
neglect of God was bringing exile on their people. God would avenge his people
bring back the "remnant" of his flock and set trustworthy shepherds over them.

The Second Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians 2:13-18. St.
Paul reminds his Ephesian converts that Christ has brought unity of brotherhood to
Jews and Gentiles.

The Gospel is from St. Mark 6:30-34. In these few verses St. Mark very strongly
brings out the compassion, the human understanding of Jesus for man. He first
planned to give his Apostles a well-earned rest. They had evidently worked hard
while out on their mission and a few days rest would restore their lost energy. He
himself, too, must have been hard pressed, preaching and dealing with the crowds.
In the absence of the Apostles he had no one to help him—he too needed a rest.
He, therefore, planned that he and they should go to a quiet corner of the Sea of
Galilee where there was no village and where, therefore, they would not be
disturbed.

The desire of the crowds, however, to see him and to hear him speak upset these
plans. The people got to the quiet spot first. There they were waiting when the boat
pulled to shore. He could have sent them away, but again his human compassion
took over. Seeing these simple people of Galilee so anxious to hear about God and
his mercy, he let them stay and began to preach the good news of forgiveness and
hope to them. For the most part they were simple, unlettered villagers, shepherds
and fishermen. They knew a little about the Law of Moses but only a little. There
was no one but the local rabbi to teach them and the local rabbis were not very
educated at the time. The doctors of the law, the great theologians were all in
Jerusalem where they got the respect and the financial reward which they felt they
merited. Hence the people of the country were more or less forgotten and
neglected. They were, as our Lord described them, "like sheep without a
shepherd," wandering about half-lost.

They were certainly fortunate, however, in finding the true shepherd who would
lead them to the eternal pastures. Not only would he now sacrifice his rest to come
to their aid but he would, later on, lay down his life for them and for all of us. We,
like those poor people of Galilee, have so much to be grateful for. The
compassionate Christ has had pity on us too, and has brought us into his fold. He
knows all our infirmities and all our human weaknesses, and he is ever-ready to
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have pity on us and pardon us. Those people of Galilee were not saints, they were
ordinary, run-of-the mill, not over religious people. They cheated one another; they
were often uncharitable to one another; they were not always chaste and pure; they
prayed very little and perhaps only when they wanted some material benefit. Yet
our Lord had compassion on them.

This should give us great confidence, great encouragement. Christ has not
changed: he is the same yesterday, today and forever. He has the same compassion
for us that he had for those Galileans; we too are often like sheep without a
shepherd wandering half-lost through life. He is ever calling us to come to himself
so that he will lead us to safe pastures. If only we would listen to his merciful call!
Today's Gospel is one such call — it goes out to every member of this
congregation who has been lax in his or her religious life up to now. Christ wants
us back on the high-road to heaven. All we have to do is to break with the past,
with the earthly things that kept us from God. We can set out as freemen to follow
Christ. He has left to his Church the holy sacrament of penance in which he
guarantees us complete and entire remission of all past sins if we confess them
with true sorrow. Let us not think that our sins are too big to be forgiven, that
Christ could not have compassion on us because of our dreadful past. We can
remember those Galileans; many of them were sinners as we are and he had
compassion on them. He came to call sinners, he tells us. Let us answer his call
today—tomorrow might be too late.—FExcerpted from The Sunday Readings by
Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan,

Sacraments of Baptism and Matrimony

Please call the office:
902-535-2053

Office Hours: 9:00 AM—12:00

Monday & Tuesday (Laureen Burke)
Wednesday & Thursday (Mary Sutherland)

Mass Schedule

Monday, July 22, 2024

SJB 11:00 AM
Mass of Christian Burial

+ Alexander Joseph MacDonald

Tuesday, July 23, 2024

SJB 2:00 PM
Mass of Christian Burial

+ Mary Claire Richard




Wednesday, July 24, 2024
SP 9:00 AM
+ Agnes Johnson

Friday, July 26 2024
HGA 11:00 AM
+ Bernice & Robert P. Sampson

Saturday, July 27, 2024

HGA 10:30 AM
Memorial Mass & Burial

+ Rev. Russell Sampson, SFM (Scarboro Foreign Missions)
Fr. Ron MacDonnell, SFM will preside.

Blessing of the Fleet 12:00 PM
SJB 4:00 PM
+ Marion Maltby

HGA 6:30 PM_

+ Wilfred Patrick Martell

Sunday, July 28, 2024

SH 9:30 AM
+Robert Pictou

SP

+Claire LeBlanc 11:00 AM
Receipts

St. John the Baptist
July 13, 2024

Envelopes & Loose $ 825.00



St. Peter’s
July 13, 2024

Envelopes & Loose $ 707.10
Candles 27.75
New Tractor Donations 230.00
Cemetery Donation 20.00
Parish Dues 10.00
Total $ 994.85
Holy Guardian Angels

July 14, 2024

Envelopes & Loose $ 637.00
Candles 5.45
Candidates for Priesthood 25.00
Total $ 667.45

HGA Festival

Holy Mass on Saturday, July 27, 2024, will be at 6:30 PM with the Richmond
Men’s Choir in attendance. The change of the time of Mass will be for this date
only due to the festival. St. John the Baptist will be at regular time of 4:00 PM and
Sacred Heart will be at regular time of 9:30 AM on Sunday, 28" with St. Peter’s at
11:00 AM.

The festival is fast approaching and there is still much to do. Every year our
community has been very generous in donating food items such as pies, sweet,
rolls and frozen vegetables. We once again hope that we can continue on your
support. The Community Centre is open Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:30 pm for
drop off or if you wish to have items picked up contact Raymonde @ 902 587-
2675 or 902 227-8552. Thank you.

Medicine Walk

The Diocese of Antigonish is organizing a Mi'kmaq Medicine walk on August
11, 2024, from 1 pm onwards. The walk includes walking, learning and
interactions. The three-hour experience includes a short community tour, medicine
walk, dreamcatcher workshop and a taste of blueberry tea with traditional bread
made fresh. Register for the
event: https://forms.gle/NNqU2Z5thzr1 Np6t6 Registration ends on July 30th,
limited spots available!!

SJB: 15th Annual "Luck of the Draw'" Boat Run

will be held Saturday, August 31 with a rain/wind date of Sunday, September 1st.
Registration begins at 10am at River Bourgeois Floating Docks, 166 Northside
Road, River Bourgeois. $20 per ticket, other draws to be held. Barbeque available.
Prizes handed out at 3:30pm. 1st prize $300, 2nd prize $200, 3rd prize $100. Other
prizes to be drawn. For more information contact Peter Baccardax at 902- 535-
3182
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