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Mass Readings

The First  Reading is  taken from the Book of  Job 38:1,  8-11. The point  in  this
story of Job, is that God has plans and purposes which mortal men cannot grasp.
While Job's three friends try to persuade him that he must be guilty of some crime,
otherwise he would not be suffering as he is, Job insists on his innocence. God now
comes on the stage. By correcting Job's friends he indirectly proves that Job is
innocent,  but  at  the  same  time,  he  does  not  proclaim  Job's right to  complete
happiness.

The Second Reading is from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 5:14-
17. St. Paul is urging his converts never to forget what being a Christian means.
They have been given a new mode of life because Christ died and rose from the
dead for them.

The Gospel is from St. Mark 4:35-41. There is a very important lesson for every
one of us in today's gospel story. Our lives are really a journey across the sea of
time to the shore of eternity. During that crossing all who come to the use of reason
encounter some storms. There is no smooth, calm crossing for anyone. This is the
will of God. Our Lord knew that a storm was going to blow up that night in the Sea
of  Galilee.  He  allowed  his  disciples  to  face  that  terrifying  ordeal,  because  he
wanted his future Church to have confidence in his divine power and assistance,
when tribulations and persecutions would seem to be on the point of ending her
forever. Down through the centuries the Church of God has had to face storms and
trials  which  would  have  swamped  her  if  she  had  not  a  divine  Founder  and
Protector. Christ,  however, kept his promise — the gates of hell cannot prevail
against her. She survived the storms and as a consequence of them gained new
vigor and strength.

That same divine guarantee which Christ gave his Church will be with her until the
last human being on earth has entered heaven. It is with her today. It will save her
from internal weaknesses which could do more damage to her spiritual vitality than
open persecution from without could ever do. We know Christ is in the barque of
Peter. He is waiting to be called. If we realize that of ourselves we are not able to
weather this storm, and call on him, he will rebuke the winds of pride and calm the
waves of turbulent self-assertion. The barque of Peter will enter calm waters once
more.

What is true in the life of the Church is true also in the life of each member of the
Church. God foresees all our life's storms. He permits them, because he is to use
them as means to help us in our struggle to reach heaven. If we use these storms or
trials of life to come closer to Jesus, to throw ourselves on his mercy, they will
serve the purpose for which he permits them. Unfortunately, there are Christians
who question not only the goodness of God, but his very existence, when some
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heavy seas break across their life's barque. "How could God, if he be good," they
ask, "allow me to suffer like this, I who have been so faithful? Why should he let
me bear all this poverty, all these pains, all this dishonesty of my fellowmen, when
a  small  act  of  his  will  could  remove  it  all  and  make  me  healthy,  happy  and
prosperous?"

What such a Christian forgets is that God's purpose in creating him was not to
make him healthy, happy and prosperous in this life, but to give him a share in his
own eternal happiness in heaven. If this life were the end and sum-total of man, if
all ended with death, then certainly that complaint would have some foundation.
However, our human intelligence, and divine revelation, prove to us conclusively
that this life is not an end for man but a means with which to attain his real end,
perfect happiness.

Therefore, we must not expect to get from life what it cannot give. Instead, we
must use what it gives us, the unpleasant as well as the pleasant, the rain as well as
the sunshine, the pain as well as the pleasure, as means which will help us to reach
our  perfect  ending,  our  eternal  dwelling-place  in  heaven.  Too  often  like  the
disciples that night in the storm, we think that God has forgotten us, that he is not
interested in us when storms break around us. In fact, it is then that he is nearest to
us. We think he is sleeping and that all is lost, when he is but using this storm to
rekindle our faith, and make us realize that we are pilgrims on our way across this
earth and not permanent residents here.

—Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.

Sacraments of Baptism and Matrimony

Please call the office:
902-535-2053

Office Hours: 9:00 AM– 12:00

Monday & Tuesday (Laureen Burke)
Wednesday & Thursday (Mary Sutherland)

Mass Schedule

Tuesday, June 25, 2024
SJB                                                             4:00 PM
+ Catherine Boudreau

Wednesday, June 26, 2024
SP                                                                 9:00 AM
*For the living
Mary Claire Richard



Friday, June 28, 2024
HGA                                                           11:00 AM
 + Gwen Mombourquette                       

Saturday, June 29, 2024
SJB                                                               4:00 PM
+ Margaret & Ernest Bourque
                            
SP                                                                 5:30 PM
+ Ignatius Burke

Sunday, June 30, 2024            
SH                                                                9:30 AM
+ Eric Johnson

HGA                                                            11:00 AM
+ Beattie & John Martell

Receipts

St. John the Baptist
June 15, 2024

Envelopes & Loose                      $      850.00
                 
Total                                              $      850.00

St. Peter’s
June 15 2024

Envelopes & Loose                        $     960.00
Cemetery                                                 25.00
Candles                                                    30.00

Total                                               $   1,015.00

Holy Guardian Angels
June 16, 2024

Envelopes & Loose                          $ 957.00
Candles                                                  25.25

Total                                                  $ 982.25



Community News

Knights of Columbus will be holding a yard sale on the 29 and 30th of June as
well as on July 1, 2024.  We are asking for donations of lightly used furniture and
appliances  in  good working order  which will  be stored in  the glebe basement.
Donations can be dropped off on June 28 which is set up day. Please, no coffee
mugs as we can’t sell them. Sale will start at 9:00 AM and will continue until 4:30
PM each day.  We thank you in advance for your generosity.

Richmond RTO - AGM Meeting Tuesday June 25th   Time NOON
Island Nest Restaurant, Arichat.  Hoping to see you.
 
Annual Strawberry Festival
Sunday July 7th, at the Johnstown Parish Hall, 15290 Highway 4: Time: 2:00 pm – 
5:00 pm. Lots of Biscuits, Bonnach, Oatcakes, Tea, and Strawberries. Sponsored 
by Sacred Heart Ladies Group:  Cost $12.00.

Annual Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass

Sunday July 7th, Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine, behind Sacred Heart 
Church, Johnstown. 15338 Highway 4, Johnstown. Time: 2:00 pm. 
Please bring your own chair.
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