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       March 2, 2025 
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Today is the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, the last Sunday before Lent. 

The First Reading is taken from the Book of Sirach 27:4-7. The author was a wise
and pious Jew who lived about 200 B.C. His purpose in writing was to encourage
his fellow Jews to live devout lives following the Law of Moses and the pious
traditions handed down to them. He treats of the individual, of the family and of
the community, of their relations with one another and with God. In these verses he
emphasizes how a man's speech shows up his character and his religious outlook.

The Second Reading is from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 15:54-
58.  St.  Paul  is  speaking  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  which  the  death  and
resurrection of Christ have won for us. In these verses St. Paul ends his discussion
on death and resurrection with a hymn of triumph.

The Gospel is taken from St. Luke (6:39-45). These statements of Christ spoken
centuries ago to his fellow Jews of Palestine are as true and as crystal clear today
as they were in the year 29 A.D. They are the words of him who was the Truth.
They are put before us today for there are few amongst us who do not need to be
reminded of  their  lesson.  We are  all  so prone to  see  the  neighbor's  faults  and
shortcomings and so inclined to cover up or deny our own.

While we ourselves are blind to, or wanting in, many necessary virtues, yet we can
spot this lack in our brother Christian and have the audacity to offer to lead him on
the right road. We are often lacking in the basic knowledge of the teachings of our
faith and yet we can find a thousand faults in the official doctrine of the teaching
Church. We can all  criticize minor defects in our neighbor's Christian behavior
whilst our own Christian way of living is giving far greater scandal.

In other words, most if not all of us, are to some degree hypocrites. We pretend to
be what we are not but should be. We pretend to be producing good fruit: figs and
grapes, whereas we are only thornbushes and brambles which produce nothing but
harmful thorns which sting and poison ourselves and our neighbors. And while I
am making these comments I shouldn't be at all surprised if some of my listeners
are saying in their hearts: "Mrs. X or John Y is getting it today, I hope they are
taking it in," when what we should all be saying is: "How truly our Lord read my
heart. How many times in the past week have I criticized my fellow men without
knowing  all,  or  any  perhaps,  of  the  true  facts.  How  seldom  have  I  honestly
examined my own conscience to see my own more serious defects and tried to
correct them?"



When our Lord spoke these words, his purpose and intention was not to condemn
his hearers, the vast majority of whom were guilty of the defects he mentioned, but
rather to open their minds and their hearts to their shortcomings so that they would
change for the better and learn to live with their neighbor's faults, and do all in
their power to correct their own.

It is for the very same purpose the Church has selected this particular lesson for us
today. We are all guilty of rash judgment and unjustified criticism, to a greater or
lesser degree. Let us turn this criticism on ourselves rather, and judge ourselves
honestly and sincerely and in a short while we may, with God's grace helping us,
notice a change in our Christian conduct. We shall not become saints in a week or
a month but little by little, imperceptibly at first perhaps, we shall find ourselves
becoming more Christian and therefore more charitable towards our neighbor and
less  critical  of  the  faults  of  others.       
—Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.

Schedule of Mass Intentions

Tuesday March 4, 2025                                    4:00 PM         
Living 
♥Nellie Ford

Wednesday, March 5, 2025      9:00 AM
+ Theresa Mombourquette

Friday, March 7, 2025
HGA                                                                11:00 AM
+Gerard Taylor

Saturday, March 8, 2025 
SJB                                                                    4:00 PM
+ Marjorie Digout
 SP                                                                     5:30 PM 
+ Rose Sutherland

Sunday, March 9, 2025
SH                                                                     9:00 AM
+ Theresa Mombourquette
HGA                                                                 11:00 AM                         
+  Bernice & Robert Sampson



Receipts

St. John the Baptist
February 22, 2025

Envelopes & Loose                     $       859.00
Property Maintenance                          20.00 

Total                                             $       879.00

_________________________________________________________________

St. Peter’s
February 22, 2025

Envelopes & Loose                        $         765.00
Candles                                                        40.00

Total                                               $          805.00

__________________________________________________________________

Holy Guardian Angels
February 23, 2025

Envelopes & Loose                                 $    929.00
Candles                                                            43.25

Total                                                        $    972.25

__________________________________________________________________

Community Notes

Tea  and  Tunes  Sunday  March  9,  Bonnie  Brae  Club  2-4  Wayne  Tyrone  and
Mannie. Admission 5 dollars Half and Half tickets sold Light Lunch will be served.

The Catholic Women’s League
The Catholic Women’s League invites you to St. Peter’s Journey: A Story of Faith,
Repentance, and the Transformative Power of God’s Grace, experienced through
scripture,  art,  music,  and  reflection.  This  powerful  Lenten  event  offers  a
meaningful way to prepare our hearts for Easter.

There will be two one-hour live performances:
Wednesday, March 19, 2025, 7 pm, Holy Redeemer Church, 1135 Victoria Road, 
Sydney, NS and Sunday, March 23, 2025 2 pm, St Marguerite Bourgeoys 
Church, 40 Cabot Street, Sydney, NS.
All performances are free of charge. Everyone is welcome. Join us for fellowship
after each presentation!
Bring a friend and be inspired by the story of the man who became the rock of the
Church!



Steubenville Atlantic Youth Conference
Inviting high schoolers into a life changing encounter with Christ!   July 11-13, 
2025 at Dalhousie University.   For more details visit
https://www.halifaxyarmouth.org/pastoral-services/steubenville-atlantic
 
Or call Sarah Robinson of Saint Peter’s Port Hood to register your youth with the 
Diocese of Antigonish group that will be attending.  902-302-2324 
or sarahlizwatts@hotmail.com
Fundraising opportunities are available! 
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